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EDUCATION CODE SECTIONS

EDC §81800.  

(a) This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the Community College
Construction Act of 1980.

(b) The Legislature hereby declares that it is in the interest of the state and of the people
thereof for the state to provide assistance to community college districts for the construction of
community college facilities.  The community college system is of general concern and interest
to all the people of the state, and the education of community college students is a joint
obligation and function of both the state and community college districts.

In enacting this chapter, the Legislature considers that there is a need to provide
adequate community college facilities that will be required to accommodate community college
students resulting from growth in population and from legislative policies expressed through
implementation of the Master Plan for Higher Education.

EDC §81802.  

(a) As used in this chapter, the term “project” means the purpose for which a community
college district has applied for assistance under this chapter for one or more institutions under
its authority or for districtwide facilities.  A project may include the planning, acquisition, and
improvement of community college sites; the planning, construction, reconstruction, or
remodeling of any permanent structure necessary for used as a classroom, laboratory, library, a
performing arts facility, a gymnasium, the basic outdoor physical education facilities, and basic
food service facilities; related facilities necessary for the instruction of students or for
administration of the educational program; maintenance or utility facilities essential to the
operation of the foregoing facilities; and the initial acquisition of equipment.

(b) A project may also include the reconstruction or remodeling of any facility leased or
lease-purchased for educational purposes.  The chancellor’s office shall require transfer to the
community college district of title or any other interest considered sufficient by the district, in
and to facilities presently leased or to be leased in the future by the district, to the extent of the
funds appropriated for reconstruction or remodeling of leased facilities.  When sufficient title or
interest has not been transferred, the term of the lease shall be of sufficient duration to
completely amortize the reconstruction or remodeling costs.  Such amortization shall be
determined by utilizing current interest rates and normal accounting practices.  If the lease is
terminated prior to amortizing the reconstruction or remodeling costs the district shall repay the
state for any unamortized state costs.  

(c) The projects defined by subdivisions (a) and (b) of this section shall not be construed
as a commitment by the Legislature as to the type or possible number of projects that may be
considered during any fiscal year.  

(d) A project shall not include the planning or construction of dormitories, student
centers other than cafeterias, stadia, the improvement of sites for student or staff parking, or
single-purpose auditoriums.  

EDC §81805.  
This chapter shall be administered by the Board of Governors of the California
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Community Colleges, and for purposes of the administration the board of governors shall adopt
all necessary rules and regulations.

For purposes of this chapter, the board of governors shall assemble statewide data on
facility and construction costs, and on the basis thereof formulate cost standards and
construction standards.  The formulation of standards shall include also the formulation of
average ratios of equipment cost to total project costs, unit equipment costs per faculty or other
staff measure, and unit costs related to floor areas.

EDC §81806.  

Any action of the chancellor in administering this chapter may be appealed to the board
of governors by the governing board of an affected community college district.  The appeal shall
be placed on the agenda of the board in accordance with the general agenda practices of the
board.  The decision of the board on such appeals shall be final.   

EDC §81807.  

Funds appropriated for a project of a community college district for purposes of this
chapter shall be allocated and disbursed upon order of the Board of Governors of the California
Community Colleges, and by warrants of the Controller issued pursuant thereto.

EDC 81808,

In the event an existing community college district is included in a newly formed
community college district, any unused funds appropriated or authorized to be appropriated for
a finally approved project of the included district pursuant to this chapter shall be transferred to
the newly formed or including community college district on the date that such district is
effective for all purposes, or prior to such effective date where the governing boards of the
districts agree to such earlier transfer.

EDC §81809.  

Upon completion of a project the governing board of the community college district shall
submit to the chancellor, within 30 days after the closure of the current fiscal year, a final report
on all expenditures in connection with the project and the sources of funds expended.

Article 2. Plans for Capital Construction

EDC 81820,

The governing board of each community college district shall prepare and submit to the
Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges a plan for capital construction for
community college purposes of the district. The plan shall reflect capital construction for
community college purposes of the district for the five-year period commencing with the next
proposed year of funding.  The five-year plan shall be subject to continuing review by the
governing board and annually shall be extended one year, and there shall be submitted to the
board of governors, on or before the first day of February in each succeeding year, a report
outlining the required modifications or changes, if any, in the five-year plan.
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EDC 81821,

The five-year plan for capital construction shall set out the estimated capital construction
needs of the district with reference to elements including at least all of the following:

(a) The plans of the district concerning its future academic and student services
programs, and the effect on estimated construction needs which may arise because of
particular courses of instruction or subject matter areas or student services to be emphasized.

(b) The enrollment projections for each district formulated by the Department of
Finance, expressed in terms of weekly student contact hours. The enrollment projections for
each individual college and educational center within a district shall be made cooperatively by
the Department of Finance and the community college district.

(c) The current enrollment capacity of the district expressed in terms of weekly student
contact hours and based upon the space and utilization standards for community college
classrooms and laboratories adopted by the board of governors in consultation with the
California Postsecondary Education Commission and consistent with its standards.

(d) District office, library, and supporting facility capacities as derived from the physical
plant standards for office, library, and supporting facilities adopted by the board of governors in
consultation with the California Postsecondary Education Commission and consistent with its
standards.

(e) An annual inventory of all facilities and land of the district using standard definitions,
forms, and instructions adopted by the board of governors.

(f) An estimate of district funds which shall be made available for capital outlay matching
purposes pursuant to regulations adopted by the board of governors.

EDC §81822.  

The board of governors shall review and evaluate the plan for capital construction
submitted by the governing board of each community college district in terms of the elements of
the capital construction program specified in Section 81821, and shall, on the basis of the
review and evaluation, make the revision and changes therein as are appropriate, and notify the
district.  A similar review and evaluation of continuing five-year plans for capital construction
submitted by the governing board of each community college district shall be made.  The board
of governors shall, promptly after review, notify the governing board of each community college
district of the content of the district's revised plan for capital construction.

EDC 81823

(a) If a community college district maintains colleges, or one college and one or more
educational centers, it may additionally submit the plan required by Section 81820 on the basis
of each college or educational center maintained by the district, if either of the following
circumstances is present such that students will be better served by evaluating the capital
outlay program for the district on that basis: (1) the isolation of students within a district in terms
of the distance of students from the location of an educational program, or inadequacy of
transportation, and student financial inability to meet costs of transportation to an educational
program; or (2) the inability of existing colleges and educational centers in the district to meet
the unique educational and cultural needs of a significant number of ethnic students.

(b) If a district elects to submit such a plan, it shall include therewith justification and
documentation for so doing.

(c) When a district so elects, the evaluation of the plan pursuant to Section 81822 shall
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include an evaluation of both of the following:
(1) The justification and documentation for so doing, including enrollment

projections for individual campuses and centers.
(2) The plan as thus submitted.

Article 3. Project Proposals

EDC 81836

The Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges shall:
(a) Advise the governing board of each community college district on the acquisition of

new college sites, and after a review of available plots, give the governing board of the district
in writing a list of the approved locations in the order of their merit, considering especially the
matters of educational merit, reduction of traffic hazards, and conformity to the organized
regional plans as presented in the master plan of the planning commission having jurisdiction,
and charge the governing board of the community college district a reasonable fee as
determined by the board of governors for each 10 acres or fraction thereof of schoolsite
reviewed.

(b) Establish standards for community college facilities.
(c) Review plans and specifications for all construction in those community college

districts that have submitted plans and specifications therefor to the board of governors for
approval.

(d) For services rendered for the review of plans and specifications of a proposed
project, the board of governors shall charge a reasonable fee as established by it.

(e) Approve plans and specifications submitted by governing boards of community
college districts, and return without approval and with recommendation for changes, any plans
not conforming to established standards.

EDC 81837

The governing board of each community college district, before letting any contract or
contracts totaling one hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000), or more, in the erection of any
new community college facility, or for any addition to, or alteration of, an existing community
college facility, shall submit plans therefor to the Board of Governors of the California
Community Colleges, and obtain the written approval of the plans by the board of governors. 
No contract for construction made by any governing board of a community college district
contrary to this section is valid, nor shall any public money be paid for erecting, adding to, or
altering any facility in contravention of this section.

EDC §81838.  

In determining a community college district’s matching share, the chancellor’s office
shall do the following:  

(a) Determine the average statewide ending balance per weekly student contact hour
according to the following procedure:

(1) For each district divide the total prior year’s net ending balance of all budget funds
established and maintained, minus excluded funds as defined by subdivision (c), by that
district’s annual weekly student contact hours for the same fiscal year.  

(2) Compute the mean average district ending balance per weekly student contact hour
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for the prior fiscal year by dividing the total of ending balances statewide by the total statewide
weekly student contact hours for the same fiscal year.  

(b) Determine the state-local matching shares for each community college district
according to the following procedure:

(1) For each district compute a factor by dividing the amount calculated in paragraph (1)
of subdivision (a) by the statewide average district ending balance per weekly student contact
hour computed pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (a).

(2) The district local matching share shall be equal to 50 percent of the project cost
multiplied by the factor.  

(c) A used in this chapter, “excluded funds” means any of the following:
(1) Moneys designated for specific projects included in the district’s five-year plan, which

were included in the Budget Act of 1980 or a prior Budget Act.
(2) Moneys designated for 100 percent locally funded projects which were approved by

the chancellor’s office prior to July 1, 1981.
(3) Restricted and committed revenues such as those moneys collected for community

service programs, student health activities, food services, book stores, parking, district self-
insurance, California State Teachers’ Retirement System, Public Employees’ Retirement
System, and others as certified to by the district governing board and approved by the
chancellor’s office.   

EDC 81839,

The governing board of a community college district may include a proposed site in its
plans for a project and may enter into an agreement with the owner of property constituting
such proposed site whereby the district, for an annual consideration to be borne by the district,
is given an option to purchase, or lease with an option to purchase such property at an
unspecified future date, as a building site.

The existence of such an agreement shall in no way affect the determination of the
share of the cost of the project to be borne by the state under this chapter, and the
consideration paid by the district for such option or lease shall not be considered part of the
cost of the project in determining the state's share of the funding thereof.

Such option or lease agreement shall constitute an obligation of the district and shall not
be construed as in any way creating an obligation on the part of the state.

Title 5, California Code of Regulations Section 57001.5 
(Filed 3/4/91 and operative 4/5/91)

(a) As used in this chapter, “project” means the purpose for which a community college
district has applied for assistance under Chapter 4 of part 49 of the Education Code for one or
more institutions under its authority or for district wide facilities.  A project may include the
planning, acquisition, and improvement of community college sites; the planning, construction,
reconstruction, or remodeling of any permanent structure necessary for use as a classroom, a
laboratory, a library, a performing arts facility, a gymnasium, the basic outdoor physical
education facilities, the basic food service facilities, or child development centers, pursuant to
section 79120 of the Education Code; related facilities necessary for the instruction of students
or for administration of the educational program; maintenance or utility facilities essential to the
operation of the foregoing facilities and the initial acquisition of equipment.  A project may also
include the initial furnishing of, and initial acquisition of equipment for, any facility leased or
lease-purchased by a community college district as of August 1, 1987, for educational purpose
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or purposes.
(b) A project may also include the reconstruction or remodeling of any facility lease or

lease-purchased for educational purposes.  The Chancellor’s Office shall require transfer to the
community college district of title or any other interest considered sufficient by the district, in
and to facilities presently leased or to be leased in the future by the district, to the extent of the
funs appropriated for reconstruction or remodeling of leased facilities.  When sufficient title or
interest has not been transferred, the term of the lease shall be of sufficient duration to
completely amortize the reconstruction or remodeling cost.  Such amortization shall be
determined by utilizing current interest rates and normal accounting practices.  If the lease is
terminated prior to amortizing the reconstruction or remodeling costs the district shall repay the
state for any unamortized state costs.

A project consisting of the construction of any facilities listed in subdivision (a) on
property that conforms to subdivision (b) of section 81530 of the Education Code shall be
eligible for state funding.  For any project that is constructed under this paragraph, the term of
the lease shall be of sufficient duration to completely amortize the cost of the project and the
governing board of the community college district shall provide in the lease agreement a hold
harmless clause satisfactory to the lessor.  The amortization shall be determined by utilizing
current interest rates and normal accounting practices.  If the lease is terminated prior to
amortizing the project, the district shall pay the state for any unamortized state costs.

(c) The projects defined by subdivisions (a) and (b) of this section shall not be construed
as a commitment by the Board of Governors as to the type or possible number of projects that
may be considered during any fiscal year.

(d) A project shall not include the planning or construction of dormitories, student
centers other than cafeterias, stadia, the improvement of sites for student or staffing parking, or
single purpose auditoriums.

Title 5, California Code of Regulations Section 57010
(Filed 3/4/91 operative 4/5/91)

Any action of the Chancellor in administering this chapter may be appealed to the Board
of Governors by the governing board of an affected community college district.  The appeal
shall be placed on the agenda of the Board in accordance with the general agenda practices of
the Board.  The decision of the Board on such appeals shall be final.

Title 5, California Code of Regulations Section 57011
(filed 3/4/91 operative 4/5/91)

Upon completion of a project the governing board shall submit to the Chancellor, within
30 days after the closure of the current fiscal year, a final report on all expenditures in
connection with the sources of the funds expended.  The district shall be subject to a state post-
audit review of fund claims for all projects.

Title 5, California Code of Regulations Section 57013
(filed 3/4/91 operative 4/5/91)

The governing board of any community college district shall meet with appropriate local
government recreations and park authorities to review all possible methods of coordinating
planning, design, and construction of new facilities and sites or major additions to existing
facilities and recreation and park facilities in the community.  Any community college district
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planning, designing, or constructing new facilities shall report to the Chancellor’s Office on
plans to achieve:

(a) a greater use of any joint or contiguous recreation and park facilities by the district;
and
(b) possible use by the total community of such facilities and sites and recreation and
facilities.

Title 5, California Code of Regulations Section 57015 
(filed 3/4/91 operative 4/5/91)

The Chancellor shall review and evaluate each proposed project with reference to the
elements of the capital construction program specified in Education Code, section 81821.  The
review shall include the following elements:

(a) An architectural analysis to determine costs of the various phases of the
project, with particular attention to be directed to the type of construction, unit costs, and
the efficiency of particular buildings and facilities in terms of effective utilization of area.

(b) Determining the amount of federal funds available for the project, and taking
appropriate measures to ensure that the project will qualify for the maximum amounts of
federal funds practicable under the circumstances.

“Federal funds” means any construction and equipment moneys provided by the
federal government to a community college district for the project or any part of the
project, which are or will be available to the district for the project.

(c) Determining the total cost of the project, reducing the total cost by the
amount of federal funds available thereof, and determining the remainder thereof to be
borne by the state, or , if the district has matching funds, by the state and by the district.

The determination as to whether the district has funds to provide all or
part of its matching share of the project shall be made on the basis of district
ability.  If the district ability, as determined by section 57033.1. is sufficient to
meet the matching costs of the project or its individual phases of planning,
working drawings, construction, equipment, or land acquisition, the district shall
bear its matching share of the cost of the project or one or more of its phases.  If
the district funds available are insufficient to provide the district’s matching share
for the costs of the project or one or more of its phases, computed pursuant to
section 57033.1, the district shall provide the moneys available, as define by the
Board of Governors, and state funds may be requested to provide the balance of
funds required.

Private funds available for specific projects may be used as a credit toward the district
match.

(d) Determining the total of funds required for the first phase of the project to be
provided on a matching basis by the state and the district, and the total state appropriation
required to be provided for the project or one or more of its phases.

Title 5, California Code of Regulations Section 57154 
(filed 3/4/91 operative 4/5/91)

In each case, the application for approval of plans for a district-funded project shall be
accompanied by the plans and full, complete and accurate take-off of assignable and gross
square feet of space, which shall comply with any and all requirements prescribed by the
Chancellor.
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