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Date: January 31, 2013

To: Chancellors, Superintendents, and Presidents

cc: Accreditation Liaison Officers

From: Barbara A. Beno, President /i},m/&, /5&,:.4,—-/
Subject: U.S. Department of Education Regulations on Institutional

and Accreditor Use of Student Achievement Data in
Accreditation

Since the 2008 Reauthorization of the Higher Education Act, the U.S.
Department of Education (USDE) has acted several times to strengthen its
regulations to ensure the quality of institutions eligible to participate in
federal student aid and grant programs. I am writing to let you know about
some of those recent regulatory changes concerning data on student
achievement that were articulated to accrediting bodies in August 2012.

The recent regulations require institutions to set standards for student
achievement; these standards may be tailored to the institution and its
mission. The regulations also require accreditors to ask institutions to assess
their own performance against the institution-set standards for student
achievement. In addition, the regulations require accrediting agencies to
examine and evaluate the reasonableness of institution-set performance
standards related to student achievement, and to examine and evaluate the
use of the institution’s own data and analysis of performance and goals for
improvement against those institution-set standards. College reports and
evaluation team reports are to address in detail the student achievement
standards and performance for each institution.

To support this mandated focus, the Accrediting Commission for
Community and Junior Colleges (ACCJC) will be enhancing its review of
student achievement in relation to institution-set standards for achievement
the use of that data in college decision-making, and the institution’s efforts
to make this information accessible to prospective students and other
members of the public. The enhanced review will be seen in college annual
reports submitted to the Commission, in clarified requirements for
institutional self-evaluation reports, and in the training of external
evaluation teams.
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Attached you will find a chart provided to evaluation teams and institutions
during training in preparation for comprehensive evaluation visits. The
chart concerns evaluation of college work in areas recently highlighted by
the USDE. Several of the items pertain specifically to student achievement
data, but there are other areas of new emphasis as well. While the chart



attends directly to USDE concerns, it should be noted the member institutions of ACCJC have
long endorsed the importance of student leamning and achievement. The 2002 Accreditation
Standards adopted from the field are an indication of this view, as are the significant efforts to
improve student success underway in the region.

This year marks the completion of a 10-year period allocated for colleges to fully implement
student learning outcomes assessment into college program review, planning, budgeting, and
decision-making. It is timely now for the Commission to reintroduce its interest in college
reporting of student achievement data.

Over the next few months, you will begin to hear more about the Commission’s emphasis on
student achievement results in various training and workshop sessions. Please note this is not a
move by the Commission away from its request that institutions assess student learning and use
the results to evaluate and improve educational effectiveness. The Commission believes that
both student achievement data and analyses, and student outcomes data and analyses, are
important components of an institutional quality improvement process.

Attachment
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