
 
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

Minutes 
Friday, October 23, 2020 

9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., Zoom 
 
Members Present: Lisa Palmer, Sumathi Shankar, Chris Burns, Danielle Pelletier, Katie Chen, Maureen 

Wiley, Maria Lara-Blanco, Ana Miladinova, Nick Carr, Soraya Sohrabi, David 
Monarres, Tammy Robinson, José F. Peña, Bernadette Newland, Gloria Darafshi, 
Leonor Cabrera 

 
Members Absent:     James Aganon  
 
Guests: Max Hartman, Hyla Lacefield, Ellen Young, James Carranza, Nick DeMello  
 

 
1) Adoption of Consent Agenda  

Motion – To adopt revised agenda: M/S Maureen Wiley, Danielle Pelletier 
Discussion – none  
Abstentions – none 
Approval – approved  

  
 

Consent Agenda 
 
 

1) Approval of Meeting Minutes – October 9, 2020 
 
 

2) Approval of Curriculum items –  
 

Academic Support and Learning Technologies  

 Ward, Diva 
 LCTR 100 - Effective Tutoring and Practicum (1.00) (Modified Course Proposal)  

Proposed Changes: Distance Education Revision, Mode of Delivery Revision, Other 
(list change(s) below): Adding online modality to the DE addendum effective Spring 
2021. The course was previously approved as hybrid only. Textbooks Revision 

 LCTR 139 - The Research Paper from A to Z (2.00) (Modified Course Proposal)  
Proposed Changes: Distance Education Revision, Lab Content Revision, Mode of 
Delivery Revision, Objectives Revision, Other (list change(s) below): Adding online 
modality to the DE addendum effective Spring 2021. The course was previously 
approved as hybrid only. Student Learning Outcomes Revision, Textbooks Revision 

 LCTR 140 - Professional Writing (2.00) (Modified Course Proposal)  
Proposed Changes: Distance Education Revision, Mode of Delivery Revision, Other 
(list change(s) below): Adding online modality to the DE addendum effective Spring 
2021. The course was previously approved as hybrid only Textbooks Revision 



 LCTR 698 - Supervised Tutoring/Academic Assistance (0) (Modified Course 
Proposal)  
Proposed Changes: Distance Education Addition, Mode of Delivery Revision, Other 
(list change(s) below): Revising DE addendum so that the course can be taught fully 
online (was previously approved as hybrid only)  

Business, Design & Workforce  

 Cañada Curriculum Committee 
 MART 680CL - Advanced 3D Animation (3.00) (Cañada Course Deletion)  

Humanities & Social Sciences  

 Maher, Doniella 
 ENGL 847 - Accelerated Academic Reading and Writing (5.00) (Modified Course 

Proposal)  
Proposed Changes: Content Review Revision, Distance Education Addition, Mode of 
Delivery Revision, Other (list change(s) below): Addition of DE addendum effective 
Spring 2021 so that this course can be taught as an online/hybrid course, Textbooks 
Revision 

 LIT. 200 - American Literature (3.00) (Modified Course Proposal)  
Proposed Changes: Content Review Revision, Distance Education Addition, Mode of 
Delivery Revision, Textbooks Revision 

 Meckler, David 
 MUS. 202 - Music Appreciation (3.00) (Modified Course Proposal)  

Proposed Changes: Distance Education Revision, Mode of Delivery Revision, Other 
(list change(s) below): Adding online modality to the DE addendum effective Spring 
2021. The course was previously approved as hybrid only. Textbooks Revision 

 MUS. 240 - Music of the Americas (3.00) (Modified Course Proposal)  
Proposed Changes: Distance Education Revision, Mode of Delivery Revision, Other 
(list change(s) below): Adding online modality to the DE addendum effective Spring 
2021. The course was previously approved as hybrid only. Textbooks Revision 

Science & Technology  

 Luu, Julie 
 BIOL 132 - Human Biology Laboratory (1.00) (Modified Course Proposal)  

Proposed Changes: Content Review Revision, Distance Education Addition, Mode of 
Delivery Revision, Other (list change(s) below): Addition of DE addendum effective 
Spring 2021 so that this course can be taught as an online/hybrid course, 
Representative Assignments Revision, Textbooks Revision 

 Young, Ellen 
 BIOL 225 - Biology Of Organisms (5.00) (Modified Course Proposal)  

Proposed Changes: Content Review Revision, Distance Education Addition, Lab 
Content Revision, Mode of Delivery Revision, Other (list change(s) below): Addition 
of DE addendum effective Spring 2021 so that this course can be taught as an 
online/hybrid course, Textbooks Revision 

 
 

 



 
Motion – To approve consent agenda, including meeting minutes of 10/09/20 and curricular 
items: M/S: Maureen Wiley, Danielle Pelletier 
Discussion—none  
Abstentions – Leonor Cabrera (not present at 10/9 meeting) 
Approval – approved  

 
Substantive Agenda 

 
1) Adoption of Substantive Agenda 

 
Motion – To adopt substantive agenda: M/S: Danielle Pelletier, Bernadette Newland 
Discussion—none  
Abstentions – none 
Approval – approved unanimously 

 
2) Curriculum items: 

i. Young, Ellen 
1. BIOL 110 - Principles Of Biology (4.00) (Modified Course Proposal)  

Proposed Changes: Distance Education Revision, Lab Content Revision, Mode of 
Delivery Revision, Objectives Revision, Other (list change(s) below): Adding 
online modality to the DE addendum effective Spring 2021. The course was 
previously approved as hybrid only. Recommended Preparation Revision, 
Textbooks Revision 

Ellen Young presented on behalf of this course. Ellen explained that this course is Biology for non-
majors that has a lab component. Ellen shared that it was previously offered as a face-to-face and 
hybrid course particularly for College for Working Adults program. Ellen stated that she is proposing 
to have this offered as a fully online class with two lectures online per week and labs at home using 
take-home lab kits for students. Ellen stated that the lectures are synchronous and students are 
meeting in real time. Ellen also stated that the recommended prep was changed to include ENG 100 
to ensure students were feeling prepared for the level of reading and writing that would take place in 
the course. Lisa shared that any student who is interested can take ENG 100. Maureen noted that 
possibly, Eng 105 should also be included as it fulfills the same requirement. José shared this was 
something that should be changed at some point in time if English faculty feel they are on the same 
level, because in terms of prerequisites, they are not. Maureen clarified that ENG 105 is the same as 
ENG 100, it just includes additional hours. José clarified that it is recommended that they complete 
ENG 100 or 105 prior to enrolling in this course.  

Motion – To approve modifications to BIOL 110: M/S: Leonor Cabrera, Bernadette 
Newland  
Discussion—Lisa noted that she applauds the Biology faculty for creating this course to be 
offered fully online.   
Abstentions – none 
Approval – approved unanimously 
 

3) Information/Discussion/Reports/Approval Items 
a. Chair’s Report 

i. Lisa shared that the district Curriculum Committee meeting took place this past week, and 
two significant items were discussed: the movement to consider how to give students credit 
for courses they have taken or for licenses they possess that are equivalent of courses the 
district offers. There are no action items at this point, but this is something that is being 
discussed. Lisa mentioned that veterans are a population that this will affect as these 



students have historically enrolled with skills or classes they have taken that are not clearly 
articulated with district offerings, but have the potential to be, so this is being explored.  
 
Secondly, Lisa shared that CSU Ethnic Studies Area F has been approved and stipulations 
have been presented including what core competencies need to be included to be accepted 
by CSUs. Lisa shared that the local Ethnic Studies Committee as well as the District Ethnic 
Studies Committee is working to ensure this is implemented. Gloria shared that the campus 
submits the general education requests to the UC and CSUs in December, and for Ethnic 
Studies classes, an extension has been granted through February 4 to allow for more time 
to review and revise classes if necessary.  
 

b. Articulation Officer’s Report 
 



 
 
 

 
Gloria shared the above document with the committee, the CSU General Education pattern. Gloria explained that 
students complete the entire GE pattern, Maria Lara-Blanco certifies it, and after students transfer, they do not need to 
complete any more lower division course work at the campus they transfer to, although there are nine units of upper 
division coursework that will need to be completed. This process saves students a significant amount of work. If 
students do not complete this pattern, a minimum must be completed: All of Area A and at least 30 of the 39 units. 
For the CSU patter, Areas A, B, C, D, and E are included and an F will be included in fall 2021. For the CSU patter, 
letters are used.  
 



With IGETC, students can use this pattern for UC and CSUs, so they would likely select this pattern if applying to 
both systems.  There are not significant differences; IGETC does require an area 6 where there is a language other 
than English requirement, but students can use two years of high school language to satisfy that requirement. Also, 
CSU GE requires communication and IGETC does not. With IGETC, numbers are used, but it is very similar to the 
CSU GE pattern. Sometimes you will see courses on CSU GE that will not be included in IGETC. Gloria wanted the 
committee to have a background on this information and asked if the committee had questions.  
 
Nick asked if the inclusion of the new F area is a segue into the multicultural requirement. Gloria shared that for CSU 
GE, Area F where social sciences will shift from 9 to 6, and the overall pattern will still have the same number of 
units but Area F will now be included. Nick asked if the internal standard is in the process of being aligned with the 
CSU standard. Gloria shared that the campus is in the process of figuring out how to do that. An Ethnic Studies 
requirement at the campus level is included in a local degree and is under a competency as opposed to a GE pattern to 
align local GE with CSU and at that time, CSU did not require Ethnic Studies. It was therefore moved from the GE 
pattern to a competency. The question is if the locally approved courses will meet the CSU Ethnic Studies 
requirement and the process for determining this will need to take place. Soraya shared that the campus will need to 
approve the pattern the campus currently follows to align with CSU GE. Gloria explored Area E: Lifelong Learning 
and Self Development with the committee 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
Gloria shared the above document. She explained that these are the classes so far that will be submitted in December. 
Another list will be created to include Area F courses to be submitted in February. The committee discussed the 
background of BUS 113 and clarified questions regarding the inclusion of this course on the list. Lisa asked for 
clarification regarding if the Curriculum Committee body or the college as a whole decides if a course transfers to the 
CSU system. José clarified that this is the Curriculum Committee body. Gloria shared that the committee decides if 
the course is at a baccalaureate level, and if so, the committee approves the course for CSU transfer. Gloria shared that 
the courses offered that do not transfer for CSU are the courses below transfer English and Mathematics, as well as 
some of the Learning Center courses. José clarified that basic skills and courses that are not degree applicable are not 
included typically. Lisa asked which body decides to adopt the new CSU Area F or if the campus will attempt to make 
courses match the core competencies of the CSU Ethnic Studies area. José believed it was the Curriculum Committee 
that makes this decision. Maria Lara clarified that in the current catalog, there are sections that include all of the 
courses the campus offers that are considered CSU transferrable and another section that shows all of the courses that 
are UC transferable. Maria shared that this is different from the GE or ICTEC certification. Maria elaborated on the 
process behind changing the GE pattern. Maria asked Gloria if a special prefix was needed for the Ethnic Studies 
courses. Gloria clarified that a generic ethnic studies prefix or a prefix that aligns with the four ethnic groups that are 
identified in the competencies was needed, alternately the option of cross-listing may be possible. Lisa suggested that 
this be included as an action item in a future meeting. José clarified that there is no question that the CSU GE pattern 
and local degrees must match, but rather, the question is if the committee still wants to keep the ethnic studies 
requirement that is outside of the CSU GE pattern, and from his understanding, we are not. After Technical Review 
Committee meets, bringing in David Eck and Lezlee Ware to ensure all parties are on the same page will be 
necessary. Gloria asked that a group of people review courses for area F prior to submission if faculty attempt to 
revise current courses to meet the new requirements. Gloria stated that this group should act as a filter before 
supplying submissions to the state. Gloria shared that an exploration of race, ethnicity and history should be the 



primary content of these courses as opposed to one component within the courses. James Carranza reiterated that it 
was crucial to ensure the committee is mindful of the spirit of the law that the content of the courses and the program 
would truly reflect ethnic studies. Maria asked if there is a grade requirement for the Ethnic Studies Courses. Gloria 
shared that a D would be appropriate according to the standards, and Maria voiced that she would still like the 
implementation of a C or better to be included. Lisa asked if this was an option, and Maria shared that it was. Lisa 
considered that this should be similar across the district. The committee discussed various hypothetical scenarios with 
different grade outcomes. Lisa considered incorporating the other campuses in this discussion to receive their input on 
the minimum grade allowable. The committee discussed the importance of a formal discussion being present at a 
future meeting.  
Lisa mentioned that the campus is planning on cloning CSM ethnic studies courses so that something will be present 
in the area for next fall, and there will be more time to modify courses or create courses for that area later as well. 
Gloria shared that she felt the campus has some really strong courses with strong ethnic studies content that she feels 
strongly about possibly with only minor changes. Gloria also shared that she believes some local classes could also be 
approved with minor changes. Soraya asked if the Ethnic Studies courses at CSM are all meeting the CSU criteria. 
Lisa shared that this would be something the Ethnic Studies Committee would need to confirm.  
 
 
 

c. Office of Instruction Report 
 Vice President of Instruction (VPI)- none 

 Curriculum & Instructional Systems Specialist 
 José shared that as of today, all of the courses that were supposed to have been 

approved for DE have except for one, including all of the courses that are being 
offered in spring 2021.  

 

d. Distance Education (DE) Coordinator  
i. Nick shared that the college is in the process of identifying programs that can be offered 

fully online as opposed to only courses that can be offered online. Nick will be working 
with marketing to for promotion. Deans have a list of programs that have been identified as 
potentially being able to be offered online, and if faculty members feel there are other 
programs that have the potential to be offered fully online, they should complete the form 
found here for further discussion with Nick: http://etea.ch/fullyonline  
 
Maria asked if the committee should discuss the credit for prior learning update. Gloria 
shared that last she heard, this was something that Aaron McVean’s office would be 
overseeing. Nick shared that Karen Engel has reached out to form a committee to create a 
proposal for this program. Maria stressed the importance of faculty buy-in and resources as 
far as counseling for this process to be successful. An assigned counselor working with 
these students using this type of credit will need to be in place. Nick shared that the initial 
objective is to work out a process so mappings of courses taken during military service can 
be outlined so implementation will be easier. Maria shared that part of the issue is 
understanding what the CSU will allow, and Gloria clarified that whether or not the 
department accepts the credit in the major is a second component. Incorporating veteran 
perspective is also going to be necessary.  

 
 
4) Division Reports 

-Danielle shared that Rebekah Taveau has been working hard to get ESL400 approved for IGETC and CSU 
2. This has been declined before and now the campus is working with Skyline and CSM to see if the same 
language can be included in the articulation submission. The proposal will be brought to the November 13th 
meeting. Additionally, ESL 100 will be offered for the first time fully online in the spring and Danielle will 

http://etea.ch/fullyonline


be teaching.  
5) Adjournment 

 
Motion – To adjourn meeting: M/S: Maureen Wiley, Danielle Pelletier 
Discussion—none  
Abstentions – none 
Approval – approved unanimously 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:39am. 
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